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Ordinary vistas, such as this water body in Saskatchewan’s Narrow Hills Provincial Park, become
extraordinary when the camera takes flight. | ROBIN AND ARLENE KARPAN PHOTOS

Cameras in drones allow us to take
art of photography to new heights

TALES FROM THE ROAD

ARLENE & ROBIN KARPAN

hese days when we’re still

discouraged from travelling

very far, taking our photog-
raphy to the skyis a great way to
gain a new perspective on places
closetohome.

Drone photography is soaring in
popularity and it’s easy to see why.
We’renolongerrestricted toseeing
thingsfrom groundlevel, or finding
ahigh spotforthatgrand panoram-
icshot.

Can’tquite getthe photoyouwant
because the trees are in the way? No
problem; the drone can take the
camera above them. Photograph-
ing scenes with the camera pointed
straight down opens up a whole
newset of artistic possibilities.

Unlike other types of photogra-
phywhere we simply buya camera
and start snapping, to use a drone
we first have to jump through a few
Transport Canada hoops. If your
droneisbetween 250 grams and 25
kilograms (most are), you have to
get a drone pilot certificate and
register the drone with Transport
Canada.

Forthe pilot certificate, Transport
Canadarecommends attending a
droneflightschool, butit’s possible
to simply take the exam online on
the Transport Canadawebsitefora
$10fee.

For a pilot certificate for basic
operations, all that is required is
scoring at least 65 percent on the
exam. Foracertificate foradvanced
operations (allowing you to fly
more places), both an exam and a
flightreviewatadrone flightschool
arerequired.

We wouldn'’t call the basic exam

difficult, though it certainly isn’t
easy either. A few questions are
common sense, but many deal
with technical terminology for
weather phenomena or obscure
aeronautical regulations that may
noteven berelated to drone flying.

Fortunately, the exam is “open
book’, so you have free access to
any relevant websites to look up
information during the exam.

The challenge is the 90-minute
time limit, and some questions
take alot of digging to find the
answer. Soit’simportantto have all
the regulations and other material
recommended by Transport Cana-
daclose athand to save time.

By the way, little is gained by ask-
ing a buddy who took the exam
what the questions were. Trans-
port Canada has arevolving set of
several questions, so today’s exam
might have different questions
thanyesterday’s exam.

Onceapproved for flying, we have
toabidebyTransport Canadaregu-
lations, such as keeping the drone
inview, and notflyingin controlled
airspace, near airports, or over
bystanders. Several jurisdictions
have additional regulations.
Drones are not allowed in national
parks, for example. Nor are they
allowed in Alberta provincial parks,
yet parks in some provinces don’t
have restrictions beyond those
stipulated by Transport Canada.

Mosturban areas are offlimits.

Sinceregulationsvary, it’s always
best to check onlocal rules before
flying.

Thelonglistof restrictions hasn'’t
affected us too much, since we're
mainly interested in photograph-
inginrural and remote areas.

Choosingadronetobuyisn’teasy
because of the number of choices
available. Theyrange from models
that are little more than toys to
sophisticated machines with cam-
eras capable of taking top-quality
images. Technology is changing so
fastthatit’s difficult to keep up.

The good news is that while the
quality has been increasing, prices

A rural church near Smuts, Sask.,
gets a different look.
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Saskatchewan’s Great Sand Hills are put into perspective from the air.

The wonders of Robertson Falls takes on added grandeur when
photographed from a drone.

have been coming down as well.
You can spend anywhere from a
few hundred dollars to several
thousand. To narrow down the
choices, compare the features and
read several reviews.

Try out your new drone in an
open area with few obstructions
untilyou getused to howto handle
it. More expensive models usually

have collision avoidance systems
so thatyou don’t accidentally fly
into a tree, while cheaper models
may not.

Once you're comfortable with
howitoperates, the skyis the limit.

Arlene and Robin Karpan are well-travelled
writers based in Saskatoon.
Contact: travel@producer.com.
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Learn how you can

GRAIN GIANT"




